Women of the Pines
General Membership Meeting Minutes
February 12, 2025
Forest Creek Golf Club

Kathy Newcomb, President, opened the meeting at 11:50 am. She welcomed the members,
thanked hostesses Shelly Artman and Pat Sykora, and pointed out the new décor and furniture
at Forest Creek Golf Club. Kathy introduced Lesa Measalls as the co-chair of Membership.
Danielle Kays was the honored board member for the month. Danielle joined WOTP in 2023
with a can-do attitude and stepped up to the leadership position of Vice President. Danielle
rises to all occasions to support the organization. She is very generous, has lots of energy and
has respect for all WOTP members. Danielle shared a blessing with the group.

LUNCH - (Members silenced cell phones.)

PROGRAM (1 pm): Jennifer Nguyen, program co-chair, introduced the speaker, Maria Motta
from Sandhills Community College (SCC) as The More Than A Job NC, Educational Navigator.
Maria was born and raised in Panama City, Panama, obtained her BA in Public Relations and
Communications at Marycrest College in Davenport, IA. Maria has worked at SCC for 24 years.
Her current role since August 2018 is the Food & Nutrition Services Employment and Training
Program (FNS E&T) Educational Navigator. Maria shared a few examples of the many ways her
job has allowed her to help people that are ready to start or restart their careers. This program
can help with wrap around services, registration and tuition assistance, books, materials,
transportation and much more.

BUSINESS MEETING:

Kathy Newcomb, President, called the business meeting to order at 1:30 pm. Kathy asked for a
motion to approve the December 2024 membership meeting minutes. Barbara Summers
moved to approve the December minutes and Nancy Mack seconded the motion. Motion
carried.

Committee Reports:

Membership
Membership co-chairs Kathy Maresca and Lesa Measalls presented the guests and prospective

members. The total membership number is 73. There will be a new member orientation
following the membership meeting. Kathy Newcomb announced that there will be assigned
seating at the March membership meeting and nomination materials for 2025-26 positions will
be available, with membership approval at the May meeting and announcement at the June
meeting. Pat Sykora is the chair of the nominating committee.

1%t Visit
Tass Jones, guest of Stefanie Bogetto

2nd Visit (no third visits)
Juliana West, guest of Danielle Kays

March Health Symposium (committee: Glenda Kirby, Valerie Mountcastle, Sarah Prestipino)
Glenda Kirby reported that the third annual free health symposium will be held on Friday, March
7th, with the theme of Love Your Whole Body, “A Journey to a Healthier Lifestyle”. This year’s
event is a memorial to Dr Leslie Murphy. Moderator will be Dr. Karen D. Sullivan of The
Engaged Brains Project. The panel will consist of Dr. W. Miller Johnstone, First Health Concierge
Medicine & Functional Medicine, Dr. Meredith M. Stanton, Psychiatry, and Dr Andrew Coggin,




Ophthalmology. This is a free event; however, pre-registration is required via
www.womenofthepines.org.

Fashion Show (committee: Mary Hilgenberg, Helen Kirk, Nancy Mack, Paulina Nicopoulous)
Helen Kirk announced the theme of this year’s fashion show, “Journey in Style”, on Wednesday,
April 16, 11:30 am at the Fair Barn. The cost is $75 per ticket, including a glass of prosecco.
Registration will be via the WOTP website and will go live shortly after Casino Night with tables
of 8 and 10. There will be silent auctions, raffles and a 50/50 at $10 per ticket. An eblast will
be sent to the membership after the committee meets on February 25.

Casino Night
President Kathy Newcomb stated that everything was ready for Casino Night. The event set-up

will be Saturday, February 15 at 9 a.m. for a small group and 10 a.m. for all volunteers.
She asked for a motion to adjourn at 1:45 pm. Tina Arno made a motion to adjourn; Stephanie
Bogetto seconded the motion.

Submitted by,
Helen Kirk, Secretary
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